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SUB J : ASSIGNMENT OF PHILIPPINE OFFICER TO UNC REAR 
REF: SEOUL 1020 (DTG 070342Z FEB 78) (NOTAL) 

1 . UNC HAS JUST ADVISED US THAT PHILIPPINE MILITARY 
MOVING TO ASSIGN AN OFFICER TO UNC REAR, THUS PRESERVING 
THE INTEGRITY OF UNC REAR ECHELON FOR US. ACCORDING 

TO UNC REAR JAPAN, IT HAS RECOMMENDED PHILIPPINE 
OFFICER ARRIVE IN TOKYO MARCH 1 ASSIGNED TO UNC REAR. 

DECISION TO ASSIGN OFFICER IS NOW REPORTEDLY AT PHIL 
MND AWAITING PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL AND SELECTION OF 
OFFICER. UNDERSTAND PHILS HAVE TWO CANDIDATES IN 
MIND, ONE OF WHOM WILL BE SELECTED FOR JOB. 

2. IN VIEW OF DELAYS WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED IN TRYING TO 
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GET THE AUSTRALIANS TO COOPERATE IN ASSIGNING A COMMON- 
WEALTH OFFICER TO UNC REAR, PHILIPPINE MOVE MAY HELP 
TIDE US OVER WHILE THE AUSTRALIANS MAKE UP THEIR MIND. 

3. PHILIPPINE APPARENT WILLINGNESS TO ASSIGN OFFICER TO 
UNC REAR, WHICH HAS NOT HAD A SOUTHEAST ASIAN CONTINGENT 
SINCE THE THAI CONTINGENT WAS REASSIGNED IN 1976, IS THE 
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PRODUCT OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN UNC DEPUTY COMMANDER AND 
PHILIPPINE CHIEF OF STAFF, WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE 
PHILIPPINES DURING THE FORMER’S VISIT ON R&R LAST MONTH. 

OFFICER S ARRIVAL WOULD BE A WELCOME DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
SHOULD GIVE THE JAPANESE CONSIDERABLE HELP WITH THEIR 
LEGAL PROBLEMS. THEY HAVE REPEATEDLY STRESSED DIFFICULTY 
THEY WOULD NOT ENCOUNTER IN TRYING TO CONTINUE THE UN SOFA 
IF THERE WERE NO OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO UNC REAR FROM 
THE NATIONS (OTHER THAN THE U.S.) WHICH ORIGINALLY CONTRI- 
BUTED FORCES TO THE UN COMMAND. WE, ROK, AND GOJ WOULD 
VIEW TERMINATION OF UN SOFA AS UNDESIRABLE DEVELOPMENT. 

4. WE DO NOT FEEL THAT WE SHOULD RELAX OUR 

EFFORTS TO GET THE COMMONWEALTH TO PERMANENTLY ASSIGN 
ONE OFFICER TO UNC REAR. THUS WE WOULD URGE THAT WE 
CONTINUE TO SEEK AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION AS WELL. ANY 
MENTION OF THIS DEVELOPMENT TO THE AUSTRALIANS BEFORE THE 
PHILIPPINE OFFICER IS IN PLACE MIGHT SEND THEM RUSHING 
TO THE GOP AND RAISE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE ASSIGNMENT MIGHT 
BE DERAILED. WE WOULD THUS PREFER TO TREAT THIS MATTER 
AS A BILATERAL ISSUE BETWEEN THE GOP AND THE GOVERNMENT 
OF JAPAN AND PLAY DOWN THE US INTEREST. BOTH IN CANBERRA 
AND MANILA UNTIL THE OFFICER IS ACTUALLY ASSIGNED. 

5. ROK FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL ADVISES THAT IN 
MEETINGS WITH UK AND AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADORS IN NEXT 
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TWO DAYS MOFA PLANS, INTER ALIA, TO DISCUSS UNC REAR, 

EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER PROSPECT THAT UNC SOFA IN 
JAPAN WOULD BE DISCONTINUED, WHICH THEY CONFIRM WOULD 
HAVE ADVERSE IMPACT IN ROK. 

6. COMMENT: WE RECOGNIZE THE TENTATIVE NATURE OF ANY 
PHILIPPINE PROPOSAL WHICH AS NOT YET RECEIVED PRESIDENTIAL 
BLESSING, BUT BECAUSE OF IMPORTANCE WHICH GOJ, ROKG AND 
USG ATTACH TO CONTINUING THE UN SOFA, WE FEEL THIS PROPOSAL 
SHOULD BE GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO MATERIALIZE. WE HOPE THAT 
EMBASSY MANILA MIGHT FIND IT POSSIBLE TO GIVE SUPPORT TO PHIL 
PROPOSAL WITH PRES. MARCOS. WE WOULD ALSO HOPE THAT EFFORTS 
WITH AUSTRALIA NOT BE DECREASED. 
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